Video Notes: Battle of Actium
· After the death of Julius Caesar, Marc Antony and Octavian both fought for control of the Roman Empire in one of the world’s most important turning points
· Rome 44 B.C. on the Ides of March Julius Caesar was assassinated by 40 Senators as he left the Senate.

· Brutus and Cassius led the assassination and declared their act “liberty over tyranny.”

· Violence in Rome erupted after the assassination and Marc Antony put down the violence and called for vengeance. The murders fled Rome.

· Marc Antony took power in Rome and he expected that Caesar’s will would leave power to him. Instead it left power to Octavian (his 18-year old relative).

· Octavian secretly returned to Rome to take his title. In the Gardens of Pompey Antony and Octavian met. Antony considered him a “mere boy” and tried to humiliate him.

· Octavian then sought the support of Rome’s citizens, changed his name to Julius Caesar Octavian, and had new coins minted with his and Caesar’s face on it.

· Marc Antony and his army planned to confront Octavian in northern Italy and convinced many Senators that Octavian threatened the Senate’s power.
· Octavian bought himself an army and faced Antony in northern Italy.
· Antony was defeated.

· Octavian and Antony agreed to avoid civil war by working together. Together they killed any rivals throughout Rome. All their wealth of those on the list was also confiscated.

· With all enemies assassinated the army then fought Cassius and Brutus in the Olive Groves at Philippi in Macedonia.

· Antony crushed the last supporters of the old republic. They then divided the empire into two. Antony would rule the east in Greece and Octavian would rule the west from Rome.

· In Egypt, Cleopatra was a successful and beautiful ruler.
· The Nile and Egypt were key to the expansion of Rome.

· Caesarian, the son of Cleopatra and Julius Caesar, sat on the throne of Egypt with his mother. Marc Antony forged a relationship with Cleopatra.

· Octavian used the marriage of Antony and Cleopatra as an excuse to start a war against him and Egypt to eliminate Antony.

· Octavian explained that Egypt was a strange land with demons and human sacrifice. He painted the picture of Cleopatra as a sorceress that now controlled Antony.

· The crowds demanded that Octavian declare war against Egypt and Antony’s supporters in Rome were forced to leave.

· Octavian wanted a war outside Rome, so he ordered the creation of a fleet of ships.

· When the ships were built he ferried them by canal to the sea.

· Antony and Cleopatra built their own army and navy.

· At the mouth of the Ambracian Sea at Actium, Octavian surrounded and trapped Antony. The two fleets fought in a bloody battle. At the end of the day many of Antony’s men deserted so he burned his own ships to prevent them from falling into enemy hands.

· Instead of fighting on land against Octavian, Antony and Cleopatra decided to try to break through the naval blockade and escape with as many men as possible.

· In Actium 31 B.C. Antony’s large ships hoped to ram Octavian’s ships and escape but Octavian’s fleet surrounded Antony’s ships. Cleopatra and Antony themselves barely escaped as their navy lost the Battle of Actium to Octavian.

· Without a leader Antony’s men were disorganized and many died. The land army and navy surrendered within a week.

· Antony was shamed for his retreat with Cleopatra. Their dreams of conquering Rome were crushed. In a year, Octavian’s men arrived in Egypt. Before the war occurred, Marc Antony committed suicide. Cleopatra begged for an alliance with Octavian and the ascension of Caesarian to the throne. Instead Octavian killed him, and Cleopatra committed suicide.

· Octavian was now in sole control. He continued to allow the Senate to operate but, Octavian now held absolute power in Rome.

· The Battle of Actium was a turning point in history and Rome’s Golden Age followed. The Roman Empire would control Europe for the next 400 years.
· Four years later the Senate voted Octavian the title of Augustus Caesar- making him semi-divine and he ruled as emperor for the next 40-years.
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